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This edition of Focus on Farmland features:

Preserving Farms in Merced County

Central Valley Farmland Trust as a Mitigation Fee Recipient
CFCP News Updates

Other News and Upcoming Events

Special Report i Successes of the Central Valley Farmland Trust

Central Valley Farmland Trust Protects Okuye and Espinosa Farms

Thanks to the efforts of the Central Valley
Farmland Trust (CVFT), Merced County has
recently been a hotbed of farmland
conservation. The CVFT has purchased
agricultural conservation easements on the
Okuye and Espinosa farms in recent months.
Funding to purchase the easements was
provided by the state Department of
Conservati on6s California Farmland
Conservancy Program (CFCP) and the
Modesto-based Great Valley Center.

The Okuye farm is located on 78 acres within

a mile of the City of Livingstonbdbs sphere of
influence. Most of the property i farmed by the
Okuye family for more than a century -- is
planted in almonds of varying ages. This is the
first easement in this highly productive area,
and has stimulated significant additional
landowner interest. The area consists
primarily of family farms on parcels from 20 to more than 100 acres in size.
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Nine miles away, in the area of Delhi i the fastest-growing community in Merced County 1 the Espinosa
farms are on two noncontiguous parcels (separately owned by a father and son) covering 77 acres. One
parcel is planted in almonds, the other in almonds and peaches. The easement purchase, in combination




